PAGE  
7

Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac
(Mt 8.28—9.1; Lk 8.26—39)
5 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.﻿a﻿ ﻿2﻿ And when he had stepped out of the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him. ﻿3﻿ He lived among the tombs; and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain; ﻿4﻿ for he had often been restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him. ﻿5﻿ Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with stones. ﻿6﻿ When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him; ﻿7﻿ and he shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” ﻿8﻿ For he had said to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” ﻿9﻿ Then Jesus﻿b﻿ asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” ﻿10﻿ He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. ﻿11﻿ Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding; ﻿12﻿ and the unclean spirits﻿c﻿ begged him, “Send us into the swine; let us enter them.” ﻿13﻿ So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and were drowned in the sea.  ﻿14﻿ The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came to see what it was that had happened. ﻿15﻿ They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and they were afraid. ﻿16﻿ Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it. ﻿17﻿ Then they began to beg Jesus﻿d﻿ to leave their neighborhood. ﻿18﻿ As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed by demons begged him that he might be with him. ﻿19﻿ But Jesus﻿e﻿ refused, and said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.” ﻿20﻿ And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.

Message

What’s your story about God’s grace?  

What has God done for you through your life?  

We return to Mark.  Chapter 4 was Marks chapter on Parables now we get into some extended miracle narratives.  If we take the end of Mark 4 through to the end of this passage as a chronological series of events, and they are certainly written like that, then Jesus has just completed giving a series of parables. Included is the mustard seed parable.  The Kingdom is like the mustard seed.  A small seed becomes a large plant.  A picture from the Old Testament Prophets was of Israel as a tree which other nations would come and sheltered under.  Jesus was saying that the fulfilment of this prophecy was beginning to unfold right there in that place through himself.  The Kingdom of God would inevitably grow and would even include the nations.  

Next Jesus gets the disciples to sail across to the other side of the lake.  On the way they encounter a fiendish storm, which attempts to destroy the fledgling Kingdom, then to be presented with a man possessed by fiendish creatures.  He cast out the legion and then left, never to return!  But he gave this man a story to tell to his friends and neighbours.  What is your story about what God has done for you?  What story have you got to tell?

Miracles and parables have a similar function in the book of Mark.  Earlier I used a quote from Chris Marshall who wrote: “The entire book of Mark is a parable or metaphor of the mystery of God’s Kingdom.  Jesus is himself characterised as a ‘parable of God’.  Mark uses miracles as enacted parables of the secret invasion of God’s kingly might in the person of Jesus.”  (C Marshall p71)

The Decapolis a region with ten towns or cities was Gentile country.  The Jews of course hated Gentiles.  As God’s chosen people they were to be a blessing to the nations but instead they grew to regard Gentiles with suspicion and hostility.  

Everything in the first 5 chapters of Mark has focussed on Jesus ministry to Jews.  He now crosses over to the other side to encounter Gentiles. They came to the other side of the lake - why?  Well why did the chicken cross the road? (far side cartoon – why do we need to go there?  Why do we need a reason?)  Maybe Jesus was trying to escape the crowds, we don’t know, however in crossing to the other side he anticipates what the Spirit filled Christians would do after Pentecost – take the gospel to the n ations.   

Jesus gave this man a story to tell!  The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10). The demons had completely dehumanised this man so that he could not be a part of normal society.  They had stolen life from him.  Not only that, but the demons were trying to destroy him completely.  Tormenting him to the point of him being seen trying to bash himself to pieces.  It is not a pretty picture.  The scene before Jesus arrived in film genre would belong to the late night horror movies.

[PPT]  There is much interest these days in the supernatural.  The age of Modernity which dominated western thought for 200 years and still holds some sway, dismissed everything which could not be rationally explained.  Today we are in a more post-modern age and interest in what cannot be rationally explained has much interest and acceptance for people.  Using Psychics to solve murder mysteries seems to be the latest TV fad in this area.  Both of these extremes are dangerous.  To deny the reality of the demonic doesn’t stop it from being a reality but also to have a curiosity in such matters opens us to being influenced by powers which we don’t want to come anywhere near.   

Some in the charismatic movement or Pentecostal churches used to look for a demon behind every v8 super car.  While some people do have ministries in dealing with the demonic, and if it comes along we will deal with it, but we don’t go seeking it out.

Talk of the demonic can raise fear in people, but we need to hear these words – greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world: God has not given a spirit of fear, but of love, power and a sound mind/ self discipline.  If you have had contact with the supernatural realm which is not of god and are concerned about it then prayer ministry is available just ask.

The thief comes to kill steal and destroy, however, Jesus came to bring life in all its fullness!  In contrast to the efforts of the demons to destroy this man, Jesus came to bring life: he gave him his life back again.

This is our saviour, before whom a man with a legion of demons is drawn to bow before in humility and totally at the mercy of.  This is our God, no scheme of hell, can ever pluck us from his hand!  35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? …In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2000 swine is that anti, anti Semitic – think about it? 

The hearders went to tell others around the area what had happened.  Seems strange I would have expected the headers to have wanted to punch Jesus’ lights out: that’s a lot of bacon.  Jews eat pork.

But no I guess you didn’t think of the lively-hood of the hearders did you? I bet you thought, in our animal protection conscious world: poor pigs?  The focus though is not on the pigs, nor on the loss of income for the herdsmen, the focus is on what Jesus did for the man.  The fate of the pigs pales into insignificance compared to effect of Jesus casting the legion of Demon’s out of him. Barclay comments” In God’s scale of proportions there is nothing so important as a human soul.” 119

The herdsmen leave to report to the owners of the pigs what had happened those who returned found the man sitting, clothed and in his right mind.  The man whom neither chains nor men could restrain was sitting in a docile manner before Jesus; he who had terrorised others as he ran naked through the tombs now clothed. (Human dignity); the one who had shrieked wildly and behaved violently was now fully recovered.  So radical was the transformation that the people were stunned and frightened.  

[PPT]  The focus of this is on the response of the man vs the response of the people.  In fear they begged him to leave them, he upset their world as they knew it.  The man however says in effect: “can I follow you wherever you go: can I be with you?”  Still today Jesus upsets peoples worlds, some, like the heardsmen send Jesus away, Jesus we want things to remain the same round here – leave us alone.  The appropriate response however is to want to turn and go with Jesus, welcoming the change he brings. 

We see here Jesus’ concern for the dignity of people.  The man who had legion cast out of him, was found, seated instead of running about howling and bruising himself with rocks, clothed instead of naked, and in his right mind – peaceful, calm under control rather than running madly howling like a dog.  

To comment in passing: I have great admiration for caregivers and hospital staff who quietly go about treating people with dignity and honour: people who sometimes have lost control over their minds and bodily functions.  They may or may not acknowledge it but these caregivers are acting in a way Jesus would act.  Giving people their dignity.  

We see Jesus giving this man dignity also in that even though, he was willing to leave his people and go with Jesus wherever he went, a true act of discipleship.  He even begged Jesus to let him stay with him, but Jesus said no – go back home to your friends.

He had been separated from them for, who knows how long – go home to your friends.  If Jesus had let him come with him he would have been an outsider treated with suspicion and derision from people throughout Israel because of their hatred of Gentiles.  He was prepared to do this, but it would have been too much for the Jews to cope with.  Jesus responds with kindness – no: “go home”, be with your friends.  Be reunited with the people you knew before you were de-humanised.  Live and be human again!

But Jesus didn’t just give him his life back again.  He would never be the same again and so Jesus commissioned him to go and tell that to those around him.  Having been restored, he was told to go and witness to what Jesus had done there.  

This man was to spread the word about Jesus to the Gentiles.  Mission to the Gentiles began before Pentecost, and before Peter, Phillip and Paul were sent out.  It started with this man of no name, who Jesus set free from the power of Satan and then commissioned to stay where he was to tell his story over and over again.

William Barclay comments.  “He was sent to be a living walking vivid unanswerable demonstration of what Christ can do for a man.  The un-answerable proof of Christianity is a re-created man.”

Having done this, Jesus turns and leaves – that’s it, mission accomplished you go and tell others about it later there will be others to come and fill you in more about me, but go for now that’s all folks.  Can you imagine the wonder and the joy of early missionaries when they went into this area to find out that the people already knew the name of Jesus and that they had had someone proclaiming God’s mercy and power?  The seed of faith was already there – wow!

[PPT] How about us: it is Jesus who makes us truly human – in the fullest sense of the word.  God has reached out and touched each one of our lives in different ways; each of us has been transformed and is being transformed by Jesus in different ways.  We each have a different story to tell. 

For me, a part of my story is of encountering a God whose love and support I knew through the deaths of my mother when I was a child and my father when I was a teenager.  Then of a God who has healed and restored a broken and wounded soul.  How about you? 

This encounter with Jesus was a dramatic one.  Our story might or might not be very dramatic, but we can witness to what we know and have experienced. 

We can think that to fully serve Jesus we must give up all we have and go to some far off place.  Jesus does call some people like he called the disciples to leave homes and families. In recent times the Fey’s have gone to a deep, but not so dark Dunedin, to train for ministry in the Presbyterian church.   Sonjia Schlebusch and family have gone to rural Waiuku.  Matthew Raymond into Zambia to secure a decent education for rural children.  Dunedin – Zambia, which would I prefer?  Hmm.   But these are the minority, for most people God calls us to go and share what Jesus has done in our lives where we live – at home, with friends.  

[PPT] Sometimes we follow most effectively by staying where we are.  The most useful job this man could do was to stay where his testimony would be especially meaningful, in an area where he could share with those who knew him at his worst, the story of that amazing day when a man called Jesus arrived from across the water and brought him back to stability after years of mental torment. (Plass)

“There can be nothing more relentlessly fulltime than staying with and among the people who know us well, allowing them to see how being with Jesus has changes us – or not!” (Plass 78)

[PPT]  What’s your story of God’s Grace?  God calls, transforming our lives and gives us the task, like the man, to demonstrate by a changed lifestyle and to tell others what we have come to know of Jesus.

Lord Help us to live lives transformed by your love, help us to be ever mindful of your grace toward us and how we have experienced your love through the years and to be prepared to witness to what we know of you wherever we are.  

﻿a﻿ Other ancient authorities read Gergesenes; others, Gadarenes


﻿b﻿ Gk he


﻿c﻿ Gk they


﻿d﻿ Gk him


﻿e﻿ Gk he





