Majestic

Blessed be your name

Migthy to save.

Offering 3rd day.

May the words of my mouth

Jesus all for Jesus

Psalm 62:5-12

35 Great is thy faitfulness

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Notices and offering:

61 Jesus shall reign
Prayer for others
Reading: Luke 21:1- 4 and 2 Cor 9:6-15

Message:

88 O God our help in ages past

The Widow’s Offering
Luke 21:1-4  While Jesus was in the Temple, he watched the rich people putting their gifts into the collection box. 2 Then a poor widow came by and dropped in two pennies. ﻿ 3 “I assure you,” he said, “this poor widow has given more than all the rest of them. 4 For they have given a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has.”

2 Cor 8:11 Give whatever you can according to what you have. 12 If you are really eager to give, it isn’t important how much you are able to give. God wants you to give what you have, not what you don’t have. 13 Of course, I don’t mean you should give so much that you suffer from having too little. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14 Right now you have plenty and can help them. Then at some other time they can share with you when you need it. In this way, everyone’s needs will be met. 15 Do you remember what the Scriptures say about this? “Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over, and those who gathered only a little had enough.”﻿
The Collection for Christians in Jerusalem 

2 Cor 9:6-15:  Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully. 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 9 As the Scriptures say,
“Godly people give generously to the poor.  Their good deeds will never be forgotten.”﻿
10 For God is the one who gives seed to the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will give you many opportunities to do good, and he will produce a great harvest of generosity﻿ in you.
11 Yes, you will be enriched so that you can give even more generously. And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will break out in thanksgiving to God. 12 So two good things will happen—the needs of the Christians in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanksgiving to God. 13 You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts. For your generosity to them will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. 14 And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the wonderful grace of God shown through you.
15 Thank God for his Son—a gift too wonderful for words!﻿

Use of resources –the utilization of our money in the Kingdom of God? 

What on earth am I going here for?  As the squeeze goes on people financially, surely it is foolish to talk about giving to the church.  A time when offerings are decreasing in churches around Auckland is surely not the time to speak about giving.  Life is getting more expensive.

Did you read in the grape vine mag: A wife and husband arrive home at night and the wife demands to her man take me somewhere expensive – so he took her to the petrol station.   Life is getting more expensive.

I also question myself why I would go here because talk about money and giving to church has been used in ways which have been manipulative and put people under guilt.  I remember a series some time ago where – many years ago before Miranda and I were married.  At that point they did a stewardship campaign and the spending of the church was laid out, where it all went and how much was needed.  The hard sell was then put on to increase our giving and to make our pledge.  They even wrote to us to say you promised to give… but you have actually given … get your act together.  I was so put off by the way it was done that I decided to decrease the amount I thought I should give to the church and I increased the amount I gave to missions work outside the church?  

This is something people have left church over.  At a similar time a work colleague said to me how he stopped going to church at the time they started asking for his money.

The cynical would say oh there they go trying to drum up giving to keep the operation going.

The annual reports are out, the financial reports are being put together and this years summary looks good, the financial year we are stepping into looks a whole lot more challenging, but I’m not going to outline the details that will come through Sue or Paul Stewart or Lomond.

Also the Old Testament law taught tithing. Tithing is giving ten percent to the Lord.  I think that’s a good guideline, but I don’t feel confident without a bit more studying under my belt to say categorically whether it was one of the things which has been out dated by Jesus saving work.  Lets save that for another time.  

So I tread carefully, but it does relate to this whole area of the use of our resources.  My heart today would be that if any here have been treated heavy handedly in the area of money by people in the church, through messages heard either from the pulpit, a conference, tv preacher, cd, or pressure over a cup of coffee.  That today be a freeing, liberating experience for you.  God does not want us to Give out of guilt.  We are to give generously out of a grateful heart, as the Spirit leads us.  My prayer is that we would be motivated to give out of gratitude to God, not guilt.

So relax, today’s message is not a hard sell.

When we look at the wise use of resources, at being stewards of creation, we have been seeing that God has given us rule, dominion.  This means we have choices to make.  As we exercise rule over the patch we have been given by God, we have freedom to choose how we will use the resources we have around us.  We have reign with responsibility - Stewardship of all that God has given. 
Do you know the old hymn? – it goes like this ten percent to Jesus I surrender ten percent to him I freely give.  No: our loving God has given it all to us and we are to live with the attitude that it is all his.  This is where we start from when we talk about giving.  It is not – this is for God but this the rest is mine – it is all I have is God’s and I have freedom to choose how I will honour God with what I have been given.
We are seeing that following Christ gives us a whole new way of looking at life, our foundation is changed.  Following Jesus is counter-cultural.  Some of the things we do, some of the decisions we make are nonsense to the general public.  Others are motivated with what pleases them or by how they can help society, we are motivated by wanting to honour God with our lives. Our guiding principle is to seek first the kingdom of God and the righteousness which goes with it.  This means we walk to the beat of a different drum. 
We started this series with the earth is the Lords and everything in it.  The principle of nil ownership – everything we have is ours to use and enjoy, but ultimately it belongs to God.  Natural worldly thinking has turned this upside down hasn’t it.  Natural intuition would say: the earth is mine and everything in it and I will do as I please with my life, my time, my possessions, my money, my world.  But we are not led by the natural mind, we are led by the Spirit of God.  The opening chapters of first Corinthians opens this up well.  We didn’t read it but it says that the gospel is foolishness to those who think through natural processes, the things of God are spiritually understood.

Put simply there are two kingdoms at work the Kingdom of the world and the kingdom of God.  The two kingdoms clash, the kingdom of the world would say: it is your right to build your own kingdom and do in it whatever you want to.  The Reign of the Kingdom of God says: its God’s Kingdom we seek to build and we must do whatever God wants us to within that Kingdom.

John Wesley – evangelist in Britain during the industrial revolution said this:  “Make all you can, save all you can, give all you can.”  What would a predominantly secular response be? Make all you can, save all you can, spend all you can.
He was a bit of an extreme character, but I think it is good to be stretched from time to time by extreme people.

There is a spiritual principle at work which the Kingdom of the world can’t understand.  Let me illustrate it with a story from my ancient history. When I started work I had no end of trouble with money.  I had practically no out-goings, rental and food were covered by my employer and so basically all I had to do was clothe myself and pay for the running of my car.  For several months however what went out seemed to always be pressing in on what was coming in.  I couldn’t get ahead and there was no reason for it.  I had a bad run with the car, other things seemed to work against me to the point where it was a real worry.  I can’t remember the exact details I think I went away for a weekend and was expressing this frustration to the lord, when either I went to church and the question was asked what are you giving, or a friend asked me or there was al little nudge from the holy spirit, but I was convicted about giving and began a regular – well a semi-regular habit of giving as I did two things happened I stopped stressing about money and I found I never went without.  I have known God to provide all my needs – and now our needs 

There is another reality at work.  It doesn’t make sense on the surface, but it is one of honouring God with your life, putting your trust in Him and seeing how he will provide for you.  
Giving is firstly in response to God

Out of grateful hearts. Giving comes out of gratitude not guilt.  2 Cor 9:7 Don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully.
Demonstrating trust in God to sustain us not in our own.  Widow’s mite, the widow gave all she had so she was thrust into a position of having to trust God to provide for her.

2 Cor 9:8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.
Secondly giving benefits us

It is better to give than to receive. In order to give you have to learn to let go: to get beyond the habit of ownership and control.  Giving involves treating another person as though they are as important as yourself.  

Giving provides a counter to: Unquestioned consumerism – because you deserve it (SKY) – make the most of now (Vodafone).  Retail therapy – Be careful that: Consuming doesn't consume you.

10th Commandment Coveting – we live in a society where coveting is encouraged it seems.  Advertising media. 

Phil 2 I have learnt to be content with much and with little - 

“When I have money, I get rid of it quickly, lest it find a way into my heart.”  John Wesley.

Psalm 62: if riches increase, do not set your heart on them. 
Thirdly it releases funds for the work of God – as a flow on from the above 2.  This can often be the focus – the church needs more money, if you give then you'll release funds for ...  Now people will respond to a vision – to a great need presented to them in one off ways and that is good but wanting to generate a lifestyle of giving.

There are many things we can do here, but we do need the funds to support them.  There are many things around the world which lack funds to be able to do something significant for others less well off.

To whom much is given much is required – we will have to give an account. We are some of the most rich in the world?  How do we respond to the poor, how do we respond to the spiritual poverty around us?  

How to?

Give out of what you have:

Give to God what you have – It sets you free from worrying about not having as much as you would like to give.

NLT 2 Cor 8:11 …Give whatever you can according to what you have. 12 If you are really eager to give, it isn’t important how much you are able to give. God wants you to give what you have, not what you don’t have. 13 Of course, I don’t mean you should give so much that you suffer from having too little. I only mean that there should be some equality.
Make your giving planned and regular.  

2 cor 9:7 You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give.
Plate, envelopes or AP?  Whatever works for you.

We used to plan to put a certain amount in the plate and certainly I think the act of giving is important for many people, but for us the reality was that often we would forget.  So we made a budget once and decided what we would give and we signed up for automatic payment.  It still feels strange seeing the plate go past, and not putting anything in but the net result is that we have been more faithful; we have felt less guilty, and the church has been better off because I’m sure over all we have given heaps more than when we were giving only when we remembered.

Develop a lifestlye of giving.  Think about how you can give, not just money but out of your resources, gifts, time, etc – might chose to invite someone who likes fishing but who has no way to get out onto the water a days fishing – take a kid fishing – safely of course.

“I guess life itself is a gift.  Its not something you can demand or organize for yourself.  You just wake up one day and discover you have been given it.  The only way to keep it fresh is to give it away.  The more you give the more flows in to take its place.  But if you try to keep it, to hang on to it and keep it safe, it goes rotten on you.  And the stink is awful.”   Mike Riddell Pg126

Note that the OT Law, the options given for those who weren't rich enough to give a full animal, people could give ... or...

If in days to come you realise that you can’t give as much – then that’s ok – we trust in God too.

Giving for mission not just to keep the system going.  If its all about us then we’d better shut up shop. Accountability, having given to the life of the church you have the right to ask questions of what is being done to serve the needy in society and to reach out with the Gospel. 

Did you hear about the Pastor and the millionaire whose (flight?) fishing trip went disastrously wrong and the got swept way out to sea and tossed up on a deserted island with no cell phone coverage.  I tithe!  Too corny?

Did you hear about the minister who tried to speak a series of messages on giving and was sacked by the board? (Find a funnier way of saying this)

From alt.spirit@metro.m3
By Mike Riddell

The thing that really gets me going about Christmas is that it trivialises giving.  Really.  I want people beating their feet round crowded shopping centres feeling guilty because the only thing they can think to get me is another pair of underpants.  I don’t want to pretend to be radiantly joyous when I remove said underpants from their wrapping paper.  Christmas is not about giving.  It is a guilt-driven, self indulgent commercially manipulated pile of crap that produces flatulence and full sewers.  The problem is that it distorts what real giving is all about.  Giving is chosen in freedom and it is more about lifestyle than shopping lists. Mike Riddell  pg118

You give but little when you give of your possessions.  It is when you give of yourself that you truly give. Kahul Gibran quoted in:  alt.spirit@metro.m3
By Mike Riddell (pg 119)  

From alt.spirit@metro.m3
By Mike Riddell Pg 120

Another story.

I admit this may not be from a reliable source – I heard it in someone else’s sermon.  Someone may be able to verify this.  Robert Laidlaw the founder of the Farmers coop, as he was starting out in business heard a message on giving and was quite disturbed.  He argued with God. Lord I am just starting out in business and I don’t have a lot yet, let me get established then I will start giving.  Still he was being nudged by God and didn’t feel settled by this, so he finally agreed with God that he would give 1 percent of His income.  If he got through the next year ok and this had worked out he would raise it to 2 %.  At the end of the first year he had done alright and he kept his promise, going from 1 –2 %.  This he steadily did until at his retirement – I think – He was giving away 90% of his income and keeping 10% for his living.   

Prosperity doctrine dilema, house buying illustration + others.  God loves to give good gifts, balanced with the demonstration that God is in control and trust – cannot be formulaic.  I've honoured you so you had better honour me right now the way I want.

It is not to appease a guilty conscience. (Forestry boss)

It is not to make us feel better so we can watch the graphic pictures of starving children as we eat our nice meals off our nice lounge suits...

