Opening Songs

For all you’ve done

I’m forgiven

Notices.  

Letter from Llyod and Deane Watson.  Grandparents of Natasha Bray – one of the students recently killed from Elim college. 

Twymans received into membership 

Children’s time – Miranda

Children out – discuss what is the difference between a house and a home?
Offering
Songs

This Kingdom

How deep the father’s love

Mark 2:1-12  Jesus Heals a Paralytic
2 When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. ﻿2﻿ So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. ﻿3﻿ Then some people﻿a﻿ came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. ﻿4﻿ And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. ﻿5﻿ When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” ﻿6﻿ Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ﻿7﻿ “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” ﻿8﻿ At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? ﻿9﻿ Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’? ﻿10﻿ But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— ﻿11﻿ “I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.” ﻿12﻿ And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
Some things puzzle me about life in Auckland.  I counted at the lights here at the corner, coming up from Pak hi-way turning right onto Botany: if you miss racing through the orange it will cost you 90 seconds of your life. 90 seconds.  What puzzles me is that people will rush though, after the light has turned red, at the risk of running over a person who has their eyes focussed on the little green man who’s saying it’s their turn to cross now.  Waste 90 seconds or have the vision imprinted in your brain for the rest of your life of a person spread across your bonnet because you’ve run into them?  That puzzles me.

What also puzzles me is why none of the 4wheel drives ever have any mud on them???  4 wheel drives – that’s what they are made for isn’t it to get dirty!!! 

There are some things which really puzzle me about this passage.

Firstly what would have the different people in this story thought? – What about the general public who had turned up, in time to hear Jesus teach – they weren’t late for home church – o no?  Don’t you hate late–comers, say to a match or a concert who come in and steal the limelight, grab a seat right in-front of you so you can’t see properly.  

What about others wanting to be healed – don’t you hate que jumpers?   Hey mate I got here first – I’m first in line push off – go back to the back of the line – outside - and wait your turn – you can get some of Jesus healing power – if there’s any left -after me.

What about the scribes the religious police: who were settling in to listen to Jesus to see if they could trip him up on some point of the law?    

What about Jesus right in the midst of a great teaching session ½ way through sub point 5 of point 4 of 10 points.  Cut off mid flight.   

What about the friends?  What might they be thinking – I guess they’d be quietly wetting themselves.  They were right out on the line was Jesus going to hang them out to dry?  Would they be ridiculed, scolded, thrown out, rejected, laughed at?  It could go very badly!
What about the owner of the house, yes what about the roofing bill, no idea of who was going to do the repairs.  Were the guys who opened it up going to come back for a working bee another day?  

Actually whose house was it?  Jesus returned from his first big preaching tour and returned home. Had Jesus sold up in Nazareth and purchased in Capernaum?  Some think so.  Another possibility is that it was Peter’s place.  Before he left on his preaching tour, he was in Peter’s house and there he healed Peter’s mother in law, but it is called the Peter’s house, no reference is made to Jesus living there – though that is possible.  Imagine the mother in law’s reaction - not good.  “Peter I really like your new group of friends and that healing a few weeks ago when I was sick – that was great – but some of the people who hang out with this Jesus – look at what they’ve done, look at my roof.  It’ll have to be repaired before winter you know…”
What does it mean to be at home?  What does it mean to go home?  What is the difference between a house and a home?

Home is a where you have – your things, the familiar, the things you like, where things are the way you like them.  More than that home is where you are welcome, where you are accepted for who you are where people know you and love you.  Home is where you have your place its where you fit in.

Home –  It is likely then that the house which had a hole dug in the roof was either the home of Peter’ family and Jesus was boarding there, or it was Jesus own home.  The house was a standard house for the time with a flat roof with steps up to the roof from the outside.  So apart from the difficulty of carrying a paralysed man up a set of steps, getting to the top would not have been an issue: people often went up on the roof to cool off.  Roofing was a matting of mud and flax so digging into it would have been ok – if hard work.  
If it was Jesus home then - wow – the friends committed wilful damage on the home of the king of kings – but he wasn’t concerned about that, he was concerned for the man who was presented before his eyes.  He responded to the faith of the friends.
“To Jesus, the removal of the roof is not an act of vandalism it was an act of faith.” (Bonnie B Thurston)  

What type of faith is it which Jesus responds to?  Earlier we read, Jesus’ words: Repent and believe in the good news.  – that the kingdom of God was near in Jesus

Repent and have faith in the good news.  Here we begin to see what that kind of faith is.

Faith is directed towards Jesus and the belief that he can help.  It is not just believing in a set of teachings – I believe in God, I believe God loves us, I believe Jesus died for my sin.  Here faith is an active thing.

Previous passage (chapter 1: 40) a leper came to him pleading: “if you are willing you can make me clean.”  And Jesus was filled with compassion and healed him.  Jesus responds to desperation.  When we are at the end of our resources and cry out in utter dependence – Jesus hears and responds.
Today’s passage Jesus responds to the faith of other people who act on behalf of someone who can’t act for themselves.  These friends exercised faith exercised on behalf of another.  This is a good definition of – intercession.  Imploring for the Lord to intervene in the life of someone else because you believe, not necessarily because they believe!  There is no indication of the paralytic being sorry for his sin of him repenting, we don’t know that state of the man’s heart.  We are not told that he had encouraged them to bring him only that they took him to Jesus and Jesus responds – not to his faith but to theirs.  
This type of faith is risky, these friends were either going to be badly embarrassed or they would find help in Jesus but they didn’t know what they would get.  Cliched I know, but the little anecdote Faith is spelt RISK is surely appropriate for us here today.

Someone else has said, faith is not faith - until it’s all we are hanging on to.

What might we have to risk to invite someone into a home group or to a church service?  Maybe someone who comes to M&M’s, or who you know through the op shop, or school or some social activity?  That’s pretty scary for many of us, but is there someone who God is nudging us to bring along so they can meet Jesus?
Whose home was it? Really we don’t know.  There’s another reference to home which we are going to focus on now.  Jesus instruction to the man who had been paralysed was to pick up his mat and to go home.  Consider the implications of that.  As a paralytic he had to be carried to Jesus, he wasn’t even able to make it to him on crutches, he was totally dependent on his friends for help.  When he got up he was able to carry his own mat home.  Instead of being dependent on his friends he could do things for himself.  What a difference going home would have meant.  He could work for himself, earn a living, make things with his own hands, make repairs.  We don’t know his family situation: if he was young and un-married he could marry and support a family, if he had been paralysed as a mature man with a family already, then he could return to family life to take part fully in their lives again.  What a wonderful thing it was for Jesus to be able to tell him to get up and walk home!  

Jesus said two things to him which made this possible:  My son your Sins are forgiven.  Its not here that he had been particularly naughty and God had punished him by making him paralysed, the truth is deeper than that.  All sickness aging deterioration and ultimately death is ours because of Sin.  It all started in the Garden at the beginning of time when Adam, representative of all humanity sinned.  Because of Adam all die, because of Jesus all have the opportunity for eternal life.  Son your Sins are forgiven - of first importance regardless of the state of our physical body is that we are home spiritually.  That we know we are forgiven that we know we are included in the family of God.   

It upset the religious police of correct doctrine. The scribes who were sent to check Jesus out and make sure he was teaching the right stuff.  Because our sinful nature is what separates us from God, it is only God who can forgive us.  To their ears it was blasphemy.
This is a foretaste of an on-going battle with the religious leaders which results in Jesus crucifixion and then the ultimate demonstration of this truth recorded in the healing of the paralytic – Jesus does have power over sin – proved once and for all when he was raised from the grave, and so Paul teaches.
1 Cor 15: 54-56
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."
 55"Where, O death, is your victory? 
      Where, O death, is your sting?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
But that’s not all Jesus didn’t just leave him spiritually restored, he healed him as well.  God is interested in our whole being, our souls, body, mind, and our human relationships too.    
This man went home he went home to normal human life.  Meeting Jesus transformed him so he could be a normal citizen in the community.
At home, forgiven in right relationship with God, if we are at home with God in this life we will be at home with Jesus forever to all eternity.

How can we respond?

We can pray for friends who are struggling to believe, you can pray for them, hold them up to the Lord in faith that the Lord can work in their lives. 

What are you struggling with what do you need to have extreme, risky desperate faith for?  Are there things which could go very badly which you just have to trust that Jesus won’t let you be hung out to dry?
What would God say to you, to us today?  That he wants us to act on our faith – to step out of our comfort zones to push in to God’s view by risking, ridicule? 

Do you need to hear Jesus words you are forgiven?  Do you need to know the healing touch of the Lord?  

Song: Come and taste.

Intro to communion

The early church didn’t have building s like we have to worship in, they met most regularly in peoples homes.  They would meet around the table for what was known as an agape feast – a love feast, and there they would remember the words and actions of Jesus at the Passover celebrated in someone’s home, along with his friends, 

The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, 

and after giving thanks to God, he broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat. 

This is my body, given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way he took the cup, saying, 

“This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup,

you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord

until he comes.

With thanksgiving, let us pray.
Loving God, we thank you that in you we are at home, that wherever we go in this life you are there beside us.  You know us through and through and still you love us, your love never ends towards us and your love is such that you care for us too much to leave us as we are, but you are molding, shaping us making us more and more like you every day.  

Jesus we thank you because you have risen from the dead, ascending to the right hand of the father you intercede for us, even when we are faithless you remain faithful, and you are preparing a place for us: a place around a table of great feasting and celebration and a place - a home in eternity where we will live with you forever.  

Holy Spirit thank you for your work in our lives, that you whisper into our hearts that we are children of God, that we do belong, thank you that your work in our lives encompasses our whole being body, soul and spirit along with the relationships we have as well.

Now as we share round your table lord would you take these common elements and use them for a special purpose that we might spend a moment in communion with you and as we do that we might know deep in our Spirit’s that our sins are forgiven and we might know your touch, bringing healing, releasing, restoring, victory, breakthrough.    

The Body of Christ broken for you,

The Blood of Christ shed for you, for the forgiveness of sins.

Come, then, for all is ready.

Christ was raised to life,

death is swallowed up,

victory is won. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Hymn: And can it Be (number?)
﻿a﻿ Gk they





