From where I sit…

Thursday 10th April 2008.  Today I can see the sun pouring through the yellowing leaves of the Oak trees.  The sky behind it is clear blue without a cloud in it.  There is barely a breath of wind.  Occasionally a leaf lets go its attachment to the tree and falls lazily to the ground.  What wonderful weather we continue to have.  Forecasted rain has largely stayed away for weeks, the days are warm and the nights cool enough to get a decent nights sleep.

We are of course mindful that what is a blessing for us is not for the farming community and that even though the pastures have greened up, there is still little grass for stock to feed on and Waikato farmers especially face a very tough winter.  They pray for rain while others praise God for the fine weather.  It makes me consider how we understand the blessing of God.  We can say a person is greatly blessed if their life has been successful – they have had excellent health, made a good living or had a fine family.  Certainly if those things are true for a person then they are right to consider these things are blessings from God rather than solely of their own making.  But what of the person whose health fails or job is made redundant, does that mean their lives are not blessed?  Is the blessing of God attached to our concepts of an easy or successful life?  If our concept of the blessing of God is linked to life’s circumstances then it will be easy to loose faith when life turns bad.  In our heart-ache we will cry out: “why did God allow this to happen?”  

In Psalm 73 the Psalm writer looked at life and it didn’t make sense the evil seemed to  prosper while the righteous suffered. Initially his concept of blessing was linked to life circumstances but then he gained a different perspective and concludes the psalm with these words.   

﻿23﻿ Nevertheless I am continually with you; you hold my right hand.
﻿24﻿ You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me with honor.
﻿25﻿ Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you. ﻿26﻿ My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength﻿ of my heart and my portion forever. ﻿27﻿ Indeed, those who are far from you will perish; you put an end to those who are false to you. ﻿28﻿ But for me it is good to be near God;
I have made the Lord God my refuge, to tell of all your works.
We are blessed because God is with us in whatever we go through in life.  Let’s give thanks for that!!







